The 2010 British Alpine Championships
30 March Day 2, National Championships GS (Women) & Slalom (Men)

Baxter attacks on second run to take Title
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Chemmy Alcott uses experience to win British Giant Slalom Title for ninth time

Chemmy Alcott put the surprise of losing her
Super G title behind her to grab her ninth
British Giant Slalom title by a convincing mar-
gin of almost two and a half seconds. When
Louise Thomas crashed out in spectacular
fashion on the first run, the result was never in
doubt. Alcott is a World Class Giant Slalom
skier and gave the rest of the field a wake up

call.

The ambitious programme set out to try and
beat the weather meant that both Women’s GS
runs took place before the men’s slalom
occurred. The slight freeze over night meant
that course was in great shape for the 61 racers
and many of the coaches commented that it
hardly looked touched after the first run.
Thomas had looked in great form at the top of
the first run and yet when she came onto the
Stade that lead down to the Finish, she slipped
down and then caught a gate at speed that
threw her spectacularly up in the air. Many of
the coaches watching at that point went down
to help her but then scattered as a latter run-
ner went wide! Finlay Mickel was one of the
caches to have to jump quickly out of the way!
While a blood wagon was dispatched off to the

Baxter recaptures t

Noel Baxter put in a run that his older half brother
would have been delighted with to recapture the
Slalom Title he last held three years ago. Sitting in
third place after the first run, Noel had to cope with
the worst of the weather as snow and sleet started
to obscure his vision. “Coming into the finish, |
could hardly see anything,” Noel admitted as he
tried to catch his breath having seen first run leader
and defending Champion David Ryding, straddle and

go out.

Baxter came down after the second run to go almost
two seconds into the lead and the audible gasps
when the crowd in the finish saw the time shocked
even Baxter himself. “It was not a bad run but in
these conditions, it was just a fight to get down,” he

explained.

Baxter’s win brings him back into contention for the
Overall after his third place in the Super G. Still

leading the Overall, however, is Dougie Crawford

who managed to grab second place in the race for
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crash scene, this was not needed and Thomas

was down in the Finish area soon afterwards.

The slope was bumpy and Alcott admitted
afterwards that her experience and strength
probably helped her to “tame” the slope better
than the rest of the field. Clearly delighted to
having won her ninth GS Championship, Alcott
joked that she has probably held the title for
longer than the runner up, Alex Tilley, has

been racing.

For Tilley, the joy of taking second place was
evident. In only her second year of FIS racing,
Alex Tilley is showing fantastic form and
promise for the future. While the depth of
talent is not as great in previous years due to
no Pam Thorburn or Sega Fairweather, the form
shown by both Tilley and MacKinnon in this race
was a great insight into the future. With Emily
Evans and Imogen Taylor placing tenth and
eleventh overall as well, this was further evi-
dence of the new blood coming through. Char-
lotte Jesse and Charlotte Guest added to the
depth of talent of first and second years FIS
racers starting to challenge at the top of the

race finishers.

Mends Slalom Title

the title after David Ryding straddled and went out.
Just over three seconds off the place set by Baxter,
Crawford was happier with the place rather than the
time, though he did acknowledge that Baxter’s re-

sult was not a great surprise to him.

Third place in the race for the British title was taken
by Georgie Hunt who was absolutely delighted. Hunt
has long been threatening to challenge the top of
the field in the British Championships and this was
just reward for his continued perseverance over the
years. Hunt trains in Meribel with Alain Falcoz and
Hunt was relieved to provide his coaching group with

some success after the rest of the group skied out.

The top ten was filled with six British racers, includ-
The

Development group that have been training in Italy

ing a number of young and promising racers.

provided Rob Bullen with the opportunity to spend
the winter abroad. Bullen came into the race scene
later than many yet his seventh place finish overall

will have raised a number of eyebrows. Ashley Hill
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Top left: For some the jour-
ney to the first gate is as far
as they got i
Slalom. Adam Kotzmann
from the Czech Reublic
straddled the first gate.

Left: David Edwards, the
new CEO of the British Ski
& Snowboard.

Right Top to bottom: Alex
Tilley underlined her
impressive form with 4th
overall and 2nd in the GB
race;

Dougie Crawford took sec-
ond to put himself in pole
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Noel Baxter produced a stunning run to snatch his
fourth British Slalom Title after being third after
the first run. David Ryding won the first run
before straddling midway down the second run.
Chemmy Al cott won
comfortably before two young up and coming
stars, Alex Tilley and Christy MacKinnon.

Newsletter Spotlight:

If you want to read the latest situation regarding Brit-
ish Ski & Snowboard, Lord Moynihan has written an
update on the latest situation. If you would like to read
how things are then go to the link on the racer ready
website or click here. In the new days of openness, you
can also read the Selection policy for the British team

after snowstorm dri ve

finished one place behind him and Jack Gower was
just behind Hill. Both Hill and Gower are Junior One
racers and with this form have a healthy future in
the sport.

The high rate of attrition meant that a number of
younger racers were able to place in the top fifteen:
Jo Morrison, Joe Webb, Dan Evans and Zak Jesse all
faught the elements, many having to fight their way
through the driving snow on the first run, to place in
the top fifteen overall in the British Championships

Slalom.

This race though was all about Aviemore’s Noel Bax-
ter. Controversially left out of the GB Olympic Team
for Vancouver, Baxter responded with some impres-
sive results in the run up to the Games. It would
have been interesting to see how Baxter and Ry-
ding’s times would have matched up had Ryding

made it down the second run but it was not to be.

NATIONAL SKI position for
CHAMPIONSHIPS Christy MacKinnon took
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Ten questions with... David Ryding

Are you superstitious? A little.

to get me in the right frame of mind basicly.

some things to get me focused.

I just do little things

Do you like your family coming to watch you race? Yes I do

I just do

unless I ski really bad!

What unusual things do you put in your rucksack on race

day? Nothing! I take just what I need

Where did you watch the Olympics? [ was always training
so if I was not training then we went back to watch it at
my place.

Do you think the right person won the Crystal Globe in your
favourite discipline? Yes! Herbst was on fire all season.

In the long haul, I think he was the best. I really like

Lizeroux as well and wanted him to win as well but in the

end I think the best person won.

Do you put your left or right ski on first? Either.

What’s the programme for the racing in Meribel? Click here

What are the results from the races so far? Click here
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What is your last thought as you head out the start gate?
Attack!

Croissants or Pain au Chocolat? Croissants

Powder or freshly groomed piste? Depends what mood I am

in!

Beer or wine? I am going to get ripped if I say wine so I

had better say Beer but I do not drink anyway!
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Above: Peter Whelan is the focus of the Ten questions in today’s

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. newsletter. Peter has raced both Alpine events as well as Skier

Questions or comments? E-mail us at neil@racer-ready.co.uk Cross this season.

Watch the videos--:

Catch up with all the racers as they give their own responses to their performances on video. Chemmy Alcotogiwesiher react
ning her ninth GS Title, Alex Tilley and Christy MacKinnon also give their race reports. Noel Baxter and Dougie Crantfond con
their podium performances while David Ryding rues a straddled gate!

To watchclick here

Olivia Parker was first girl down the second run in the GS, Nick Robinson was just about to leave the start gate on the first run before he was
stopped causing an uproar in the start, Dan Evans fighting his way through the snow storm at the back of the first run.

races | iveé? _
There you go! Now your kids cannot complain when you know how

they have done as they cross the line! You will still get their excuses
Easy! Go towww.britishalpinechamps.comand then go to results but you will see the classification, the ranking and the start list as
page and scroll to the bottom! well as the live timing!

So you want to watch the
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